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It seems no time at all since the last Messenger and here we are again, almost 
half-way throughout the year. As usual there is so much going on In Auchenblae. 
We are lucky to live in such a vibrant community. My thanks once again to all the 
contributors , who managed to find time to  get information to me , in spite of living 
busy lives. I will be collecting again in mid-August for the next issue at barpolly-
bar@gmail.com 

The Messenger—e-Newsletter 
 
Due to costs & ‘staying green’ The Messenger 
continues to be published online at 
www.mearns.org/auchenblae 
 
The very few printed copies that have been re-
quested are provided by the very kind assistance 
of Joanna Fraser and Macphie. 
 
All the best, 
Kevin (Publisher) 
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Auchenblae Friendship Group 

We have been doing a lot of reflecting at the "Clubbie" recently. 
We have lost quite a few members either through illness or be-
cause they have passed on. Just over a week ago some of us were at the funeral 
of Sandra who very sadly  left us. Relatives thanked us for being so welcoming to 
her and Royston. After hearing so much about the Friendship Group they were 
saying that they wished that they had something like it where they lived. Sandra 
and Royston have only been with us for a relatively short time but they fitted in so 
well and did so much for us. 
 
We really care about our friends. Peter Morriss asked me to read his poem "Train 
of Life" which can be found elsewhere in this issue, to the Group at our last meet-
ing. So many have joined the train and journeyed with us in the past. We sincere-
ly ask that more of you will decide to join the train. We are not just a talking shop 
of "auld wifies". We are really well entertained by people who come back two or 
three times a year because we "Are so friendly." We all need the support of 
friends, no matter what we may think to the contrary. As the poet John Donne 
said, "No man is an island." Wednesday mornings are there for all. Come and 
see. 
"A friend knows when to talk things through, but, most of all, a friend knows when 
to keep absolutely quiet. And to put the kettle on." 

Auchenblae Guild 

This time last year we wondered whether the Guild would survive.We did! So 
many Guilds are closing because of lack of numbers. We are all getting older but 
we really want to keep going for as long as we can. We have been lucky enough 
to recruit some new members recently. 
  
Meetings have been enjoyable as has the social side. We have visited Luther-
muir and Inverbervie during the year and also the local Guild Rally at Banchory. 
We recently held our annual Guild Supper at the Clatterin' Brig with friends from 
Fettercairn and will soon be meeting friends from Ferryhlll in Aberdeen for lunch. 
 
We are now taking our summer break. We will be back in September when we 
hope to welcome existing members as well as any new ones who decide to give 
us a try. The first Monday in September the, 6th,we will be back in the Church 
Hall. See you then. 
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Auchenblae Gardens Open Weekend 

Now in its thirteenth year this event still attracts visitors from throughout the north 
east. It’s really quite amazing how many people from out and about descend on the 
village over the two days. 

We opted to bring the date forward a bit to coincide with the show of rhododendrons at 

Kirklytham, and Denmill Cottage. It was the right decision as both gardens had an 
amazing display and of course we were blessed with good weather over the entire 
weekend. We also visited Bridgend to view the garden from’ inside’ the studio which 
gave a different perspective. 

This year we ventured a wee bit out of the village to visit the garden at Mosspark, the 
home of Anne and Tom Lawson and their girls. This was a highly topical visit as Moss-
park was the birthplace of James Taylor whose life is being celebrated on June 29th 
by the unveiling of a bronze bust in the square. Watch out for posters. 

As always we are indebted to those who gave up their weekend to show our visitors 
around. A very happy atmosphere remained in the hall throughout with rather deli-
cious afternoon teas appreciated and en-
joyed. The stalls too were well stocked 
and supported. 

In all, a total of £1,740 was raised which 
will help towards essential roof repairs 
recently carried out at the church hall. 
This wee hall may not look very much 
from the outside but it is used regularly 
by Rainbows, Guides, Beaver, Cubs, 
The Friendship Group and the Mother 
and Toddler Group, so it is well worth 
preserving. 
Thanks to all who contributed to the suc-
cess of the weekend. 
Jenny Thomson 

FROM BEHIND THE RAFFLE TABLE 

On the afternoons of Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th May Auchenblae held its Open Gardens 
Weekend. I was able to absorb lots of comments about the whole event. Without doubt the com-
ments were very favourable. "It's amazing how they cope with such steep slopes!" "Such lovely 
flowers". "I'll definitely be back next year". We had visitors from far and wide. Two ladies from Ab-
erdeen said that they never miss it "Everyone is so friendly". There was lots of laughter o be 
heard. 

The strawberry teas were much appreciated. "How nice to have cups and saucers!" "It all looks 
so delicious." "Somebody has been very busy." The produce stall sold out on Saturday which 
meant more work to replenish it for Sunday. The weather was kind, Nobody got wet. It was tiring 
but very enjoyable. So many people worked so hard to make it the success that it proved to be. 

WELL DONE AUCHENBLAE 
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Auchenblae Parks Committee 

On behalf of Auchenblae Parks Committee we would like to say Thank You to 
everyone who helped at the recent Den Clear Up day.  

We had a fantastic turn out, our best in recent years. Loads of jobs were com-
pleted and the Den is looking fabulous for the forthcoming season. 

Maintaining the Den, and the surrounding green areas, requires a small army of 
volunteers. The Den isn’t owned by the council, therefore doesn’t receive council 
funding or maintenance and we rely on volunteers to help out whenever they 
can.  

There are donation boxes in the Den, by the car park and at the pavilion, as well 
as at the football pitch. All donations are gratefully received and go towards help 
keeping these areas in an excellent condition.  

Plans are afoot for an exciting new ‘project’ in the Den, watch this space! 

For more information about Auchenblae Den, Auchenblae Golf Course, Auchen-
blae Tennis Club and Auchenblae Bowling Club please find us on Facebook us-
ing the following links: 

https://m.facebook.com/AuchenblaeDen/ 

https://m.facebook.com/auchenblaegolfcourse/ 

https://m.facebook.com/groups/597456246940546/?ref=group_browse 

https://m.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008091937384&ref=content_filter 

 

Clare Ptaszek  

Auchenblae Parks Committee 

https://m.facebook.com/AuchenblaeDen/
https://m.facebook.com/auchenblaegolfcourse/
https://m.facebook.com/groups/597456246940546/?ref=group_browse
https://m.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008091937384&ref=content_filter


Auchenblae Heritage Society 

Auchenblae to celebrate Scottish Father of Ceylon Tea 

On Saturday 29 June 2019, a statue to commemorate James Taylor, the Scottish 

father of Ceylon tea will be unveiled in Auchenblae.   

Commemorating Taylor has been the aim of Auchenblae Heritage Society for 

many years. 

Auchenblae’s most famous son left the village aged 16 to work in the coffee plan-

tations of Ceylon.  

Taylor had been experimenting with tea plants, and when coffee blight struck, he 

planted the first commercial tea field at Loolecondera, near Kandy. 

After designing and installing the first tea roller, commercial production followed, 

and tea of the highest quality was shipped worldwide, creating an industry that is 

still vital to the Sri Lankan economy. 

'Revered throughout the Island, this Tea Pioneer is little known in his own country,’ 

said one of the, organisers of the event. ‘The Auchenblae Heritage Society hope 

that the Statue will give him the recognition and prominence he deserves.’ 

Designed by Prof Sarath Chandrajeewa and gifted to the Society by Mr Anselm 

Perera of Mlesna Teas, Colombo, Sri Lanka, the statue will overlook the Auchen-

blae Village Square and be surrounded by tea plants, which were gifted by Kinnet-

tles Tea, Forfar. 

The event will be attended by representatives of the High Commissioner of Sri 

Lanka, Mr Perera, Scottish Government Ministers and guests from the local com-

munity.   

Mearns Pipe Band will perform prior to the unveiling ceremony. 

Invited guests will be served food in the Village Hall, and we are also delighted to 

say that the Brae Cafe will be open and ready to welcome any customers during 

the day.  

 The unveiling ceremony will take place at MacKenzie Avenue, Auchenblae, start-

ing at 11am on Saturday 29, please come along and enjoy the day. 
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West Mearns Parish Church 
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Dear Friends   
 
SUNDAY PRAYER SPACE  
 
West Mearns Parish Church is excited to be entering a new season.  Besides the 
normal Sunday morning services, we also meet in Auchenblae Church every 
Sunday evening at 7:00 pm.  This is a time of reflection, sharing and prayer. It is 
a gentle safe space and a great time to prepare for the coming week.   
 
ALTERNATIVE TO “SUNDAY SCHOOL”   
 
We are also trying a new family devotion for children. We recognise that there 
are several families who would welcome the opportunity to share Bible lessons 
with their children but simply don’t have the opportunity to come to church on a 
Sunday morning. We offer you comprehensive material which will guide you in 
doing so. The package comes with a PowerPoint, a video, children’s activities 
and a guide for you as “teacher”. The idea behind this project is that you have 
the material to share with your child whenever it works best for you and we meet 
as a group once a quarter for support and sharing of what works well and what 
could be done differently.   
 
If you would like to know more, please email: Bsmith@churchofscotland.org.uk   
 
THANK YOU   
 
As a Parish we are deeply grateful for the community support we receive. Be it 
cutting down trees and planting new ones, support of the drop-in cafés, our open 
gardens or the various appeals that go out from time to time as we support differ-
ent needs. You have made all the difference – thank you.   
 
WEBSITE and APP  
 
If you would like to know more, please logon onto to our new website at 
www.westmearns.com. We also have a Church App currently only available on 
google play. Search for West Mearns Parish.  
 
Website QR code 
 
 
Blessings 
Rev. Brian Smith 
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AUCHENBLAE ART SHOW  
 
 

AUCHENBLAE VILLAGE HALL  
 

FRIDAY 6th – SUNDAY 8th SEPTEMBER 2019  
 

Once expenses are covered any surplus funds will be donated locally  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

FRIDAY 6th:  Opening Evening – 7pm – 11pm  
 

Tickets £10 (age 18 years & over), Cheese & Wine/Beer (includes First Drink), 
and Cheeseboard.       Luxury Hamper Raffle  

 
SATURDAY 7th & SUNDAY 8th – 2pm – 4pm  

 
Admission: Adults £3: Children (under 12) £2 Pre School – Free  

 
Includes Tea/Coffee & Home Baking.    

 
Alice Morgan/Margaret Muiry/Gina Easter/Jenny Thomson/Sue Hodgson  

 
Tickets/Entry Form/Enquiries:  Contact Alice  –  

Tel: 01561 320081  
alicemorgan@btinternet.com  

 
 



Auchenblae Bowling Club 
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GOOD NEWS FOR BOWLING 
 
Good news! Auchenblae Bowlng Club season opened with a warm wel-
come to 4 new players taking up the game. This happy addition means 
that since 2014 the club has doubled it's membership from just 8 members 
to 16 now. We are very much open to more new members, whether new-
comers to the sport or returning to it after a time gap. It's still early in the 
season so DO pop down to the Den to try bowling. 
 
"Father of the Club" and Honorary Life Member Bill Aitken - playing his 59th season - re-
minds us when the club had over 50 members and it was essential to book a rink to get a 
game! The club has 5 rinks - plenty of capacity for more members and invites you to open 
sessions on Tuesday afternoons 1.15pm and Friday evenings 6.15pm. 
 
Every year the Club enters the village into two different major area competitions, ensuring 
Auchenblae's presence - including 2014 when we had fewest membership. This year Auch-
enblae was drawn to host opening round matches for both competitions, including hosting 
refreshments for visitors after the matches. By co-incidence draws for each match brought 
us visitors by shortest journey - from Drumlithie!  Both matches were keenly contested. In 
the first Auchenblae triumphed by just 1 point - on the final end. Drumlithie's team returned 
a week later and took away congratulations having won convincingly. 
 
Auchenblae players enjoy in-club sessions and individually members do enter neighbouring 
club events so for any would-be beginners there is lots of interest and help at hand in the 
Den. Come along to watch and maybe try out your arm and aim! 

AUCHENBLAE GALA BOWLS PULLS IN MORE PLAYERS 
 
Auchenblae Gala's annual Seven Ends Bowling Competition - open to all comers - attracted 
more players this year: drawing 29 contestants compared to 25 last year. 
 
As a long-standing traditional part of Auchenblae's GALA DAY programme, the competition 
is also well established in the wider area bowling circuit's busy calendar - holding its' last 
Saturday in May date & time slot alongside some other bowls events. 
 
Bearing in mind our entrants included some who'd already played elsewhere in the morning, 
it was a feather in Auchenblae's cap to welcome extra players who made it a high standard 
contest and a great spectator attraction for Gala Day visitors in general. 
 
Auchenblae Bowling Club organises the knock-out competition and this year awarded 4 
cash prizes - to winner George Scroggie of Drumlithie Bowling Club (who now holds the 
Auchenblae Gala Trophy until next year) to runner-up Colin Hay (Auchenblae) and to Quar-
ter-Finalists Jenny Davidson (Fettercairn) and George Barclay (edzell). 



Auchenblae Community Association 
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TRAIN OF LIFE 

Have you ever thought of life 
to that of a journey on a train? 
Carrying you on to your final 
destination of transmundane;* 
En- route your train of life 
stops at many stations, with 
people getting on, people 
getting off, 
People smiling, waving, giving 
family and friends a cheery 
greeting or send off. 

Some passengers travel along 
with you for a while, 
Sometimes on a long journey, 
sometimes on a short, 
Some passengers often just sit 
in a corner seat, quiet and deep 
in thought. 

Then, when the signals are against 
us and in a dark tunnel of trial we 
pause a while, and wonder what 
lies ahead around the next bend 
But on this train of life we’ll find 
there will always be a welcome light 
at the tunnel’s end. 
 

Some passengers share their journey 
with us passing the time of day, 
That makes our travelling so much 
easier, as on this train of life to our final 
destination we travel on our way… 

© Peter Morriss 
*John 18 Verse 36 
Jesus said- 
My kingdom is not of this world. 
*Transmundane- not belonging to this 
to this material world 

A BIG thank you to all who attended the Auchenblae Gala last week and 
made it a roaring success despite the inclement weather. 
 
This year saw us trying to provide a wide variety of activities and we are very 
pleased that we managed to find enough ‘volunteers’ to run the events and at-
tractions.  We really cannot run the Gala without you! 
 
The effort to run the Gala is considerable and the attendees rarely see the work 
that goes in behind the scenes such as rounding up prizes, obtaining donations, 
organising baking, numbering ducks, organising refreshment, and a vast number 
of other behind the scenes tasks not to mention all the setting up and rigging 
down – the Gala may run from 1pm to 4pm but the Gala fairies were on the go 
from 9am to 6pm! (plus many evenings after!) 
 
The result of all this effort was that we managed to present the following: 
Treasure hunt, Scarecrow Competition, Family Zumba, Family Bingo, Quiz Night, 
Children’s cinema; and on Gala Saturday: 
 
Bar-B-Q, Duck & Super duck races, The Great Auchenblae Boat race, Home 
bake stall, Teas, Plant stall, Football demonstration,  Tin Can Alley, Ring Toss, 
Tombola, Raffles, Whisky, Gin & Bear Trail, Face Painting & Dog Show 
 
So, A BIG thank you to all the ‘volunteers’ who provided home bakes, plants, or 
manned the stalls.  We must also send big thanks to the businesses who helped 
by generously providing items for sale or prizes for the raffles. 
See you next year when we hope to be bigger & better! 
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Auchenblae Walking Club 

It is now 10 years since Margaret Eddie and Margaret Muiry first set up the walking group in 
Auchenblae. After retiring from their respective careers in the nursing profession, they had 
enquired about joining the Laurenckirk Walking Group, which at the time had a waiting list. 
Undeterred, the ladies decided to set up their own walking group and so the Auchenblae 
Walking Group was formed. 

The group is very informal, basically a group of mostly retirees, who meet every second 
Wednesday to go for a walk - nothing too strenuous and suitable for all levels of ability. No 
special equipment required, just some good stout shoes, a backpack and waterproof clothing. 
Every six months or so, we meet over a cup of coffee to draw up a new a schedule of walks 
and everyone is given the opportunity to suggest walks for the group. Summer walks tend to 
be longer and further afield than those in the short days of winter, when the walks tend to be 
shorter and more local. 

Twice a year in Spring and Autumn, we head off on a walking weekend. We aim to arrive at 
the hotel around lunchtime on the Friday, time enough for a short walk in the afternoon after 
lunch and checking into our hotel. Saturday is the main day for walking, usually an 8-10 mile 
walk, the longest being a 13 mile walk around Loch Leven – just about our limit! On Sunday 
morning after breakfast we have a short walk before heading home. Our walking weekends 
to date have taken us to Aberfoyle, Dunkeld, Dornoch, Fort William, Kingussie, Nethybridge, 
Oban, Perth, Pitlochry, Strathpeffer and Stirling - with repeat visits to some. 

Our spring weekend this year was to Blairgowrie and for the second time we were joined by 
the Inverbervie walking group (also organised by Margaret and John). The weather was very 
kind to us and we had a beautiful walk along the River Ericht on Saturday. Sunday’s walk 
took us to Darroch Woods situated on the outskirts of Blairgowrie, a small wood, completely 
carpeted with a spectacular show of bluebells. 

In September we plan on visiting Peterhead, a first for the group to the Buchan area. 

All these weekends have been very ably organised by Margaret and John Eddie. They make 
a preparatory visit to the area in advance and plan the weekend’s walks for the group. We 
are very grateful for the effort they take to make these weekends such a success. Everyone 
enjoys the walking weekends. 

Below is our current schedule of walks. We meet at 9.30am in the village square and organ-
ise car share since parking can sometimes be an issue. If you enjoy being out in the great 
outdoors, enjoying meeting folks and getting some exercise, then I urge you to come along 
and join us. We are not affiliated to any national group such as the Rambler's Association, we 
do not have any form of group insurance - we all walk 'at our own risk', so if you fancy it, you 
are welcome to join us when you can. We are a very friendly bunch and you will be assured a 
warm welcome. Many of our members no longer live in the area but still come back and join 
us on our walks – a chance to catch up with what’s going with the folks in Auchenblae. 

As the saying goes ‘It’s good to talk’ - but it’s even better to walk and talk! 
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Messenger Production Team—Barbara Strouts, Kevin Newstead,  Eddie Cairns 
Memo Production— Lindsay Cochrane 
The publisher for this issue was Kevin Newstead 

Dates for your diary 
 

James Taylor statue unveil The Square  29th June 11 a.m. 

 
Check out the social community network online, advertise events, book the 
hall, promote your group and lots more: www.http://theblae.org/ 

 
Also, did you know the Auchenblae Mes-
senger is available online for convenient 
reading or ex-residents wanting to stay in 
touch.  Find us at www.mearns.org/
auchenblae 

 

www.http://theblae.org/
http://www.mearns.org/auchenblae
http://www.mearns.org/auchenblae

